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of funds subscribed for charity; and newspapers belonging to the
gleichgeschaltet press were continually being suspended, though it
may be remarked that the anti-Nazi papers did not always escape
this fate. It was therefore natural that the Deutsche Front should
accuse the Governing Commission, and in particular its Chairman,
Mr. Knox, of showing favour to Marxists and Separatists; but, as
at the same time the supporters of the status quo party were com-
plaining that they did not get enough protection, it may be inferred
that the Governing Commission was reasonably impartial. The
same could not be said of the local administration. The Governing
Commission had carried out the principles laid down in the Saar
Statute in such a way that all local government remained entirely
in the hands of the Saar Germans themselves. It was hardly to be
expected, therefore, that the local authorities should not take sides
during the plebiscite campaign.

The Commission's task was not made easier by the attitude of its
own officials. These for the most part belonged to that nationalistic
middle class which had always been attracted by National Socialism,
but some of them were afraid of losing their posts after the change
of regime, either because they were suspected of disloyalty in the
past or because they would be affected by the German Civil Service
Law of the 7th April, 19331. The question of their future treatment
had, it was true, been discussed on the 28th May, 1933, by the League
Council, which adopted a resolution affirming the principle that the
rights of Saar officials would in all circumstances be safeguarded
and promising to work out detailed proposals for the application of
this principle based on any agreements which might be concluded
between the Governing Commission and the Governments concerned.
These proposals would include the fixing of pecuniary compensation
for those officials who could not be taken over by the successor
Governments. But though this resolution had been accepted by the
German representative on the Council it was not certain how far his
Government would be guided by its principles when the time came,
and it was thus obviously to the Saar officials' advantage to ingratiate
themselves with that Government. Moreover, every effort was made
to persuade them that the interests of Germany came before those
of the Governing Commission, and that it might even in some cases
be their patriotic duty to act as spies and informers for the benefit
of the Nazi Party and the police authorities in the Reich.1 There was

1 One of the instances of this quoted by the Governing Commission is that
of a railway official who claimed to have denounced several suspects, and to
have collected evidence against another by 'misappropriating' Ms brief ease.